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WELCOME TO CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 

This handbook section of your agenda has been prepared to provide you with some basic information 

about the school. We hope that many of your questions are answered and that you ask your teachers, 

guidance counselor, or principal if you have additional ones. The policies and the protocols noted in 

the September CAMS newsletter are designed for all families for 2022-2023 school year. 

The important thing to remember is that effort, respect, and a positive attitude will make your years at 

Carmen Arace Middle School both productive and memorable. All of the adults here are committed to 

your education and to helping you become the very best that you can be. 

Please take the time to read this section with your parents very carefully. In order for us to better meet 

your academic and social needs, it is also a good idea to review this information at least once per 

week to ensure that you understand what is expected of you each day. 

Remember, Carmen Arace Middle School is your school.  Be a vital part of it, and be proud of it. 

Have a wonderful year! 

Trevor L. Ellis, Ed.D. 

Principal 
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   LEGEND    Schools closed        Early Dismissal (conferences or PD)        Summer Academy 
 First or last day of school   Professional Development (schools closed)    Offices Closed 

Approved: September 13, 2022 

    BLOOMFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS | ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2022-2023 

DAYS:  0 
4 Offices closed  

      Independence Day 
11-29 Summer Academy 

JULY 2022 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 

JANUARY 2023 
S M T W Th F S 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 

DAYS:  20 
2    Observance of New  

 Year’s Day: schools & 
 offices closed 

11       PD: early  
 dismissal PreK-12 

16 M.L. King Day: schools
& offices closed

25 PD: early
dismissal PreK-12

DAYS:  1 
29   Convocation 
30   Teacher PD  
31   First day of school 

**PD = Professional 
Development 

AUGUST 2022 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 

FEBRUARY 2023 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 

DAYS: 18 
1   Schools closed:  

 Teacher PD  
15   PD: early  

 dismissal PreK-12 
20 Presidents’ Day:  

  schools & offices 
  closed 

DAYS:  21 
5     Labor Day: schools & 

      offices closed 
14       PD: early  

  dismissal PreK-12 

SEPTEMBER 2022 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 

MARCH 2023 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31 

DAYS:   22 
1,2, 3  Parent Conferences: 

       early dismissal PreK-12 
29         Schools closed:  

  Teacher PD 

DAYS:  19 
10 Indigenous Peoples’     

  Day: schools & offices 
  closed 

19   PD: early      
  dismissal PreK-12 

26         Schools closed:      
  Teacher PD 

OCTOBER 2022 
S M T W Th F S 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 31 

APRIL 2023 
S M T W Th F S 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 

DAYS:  14 
7 Good Friday: schools & 

       offices closed 
10-14 Spring Recess: schools 

      closed 
26         PD: early 

 dismissal PreK-12 

DAYS:  17 
8 Election Day: schools 

      closed Teacher PD 
11 Veterans Day: schools 

      closed 
23-25 Thanksgiving Recess: 

   schools & offices 
   closed 

NOVEMBER 2022 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 

MAY 2023 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 

DAYS:  22 
10, 24  PD: early 

       dismissal PreK-12 
29        Memorial Day: schools 

 & offices closed 

DAYS:  15 
7,8,9 Parent Conferences: 

      early dismissal PreK-12 
22-30 Holiday Recess:  

        schools closed 
23, 26 Observance of 

  Christmas Eve and  
  Christmas Day: offices 
  closed 

DECEMBER 2022 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

JUNE 2023 
S M T W Th F S 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 

DAYS:  11 
15 Projected last day of  

  school: early dismissal 
19 Juneteenth: offices    

  closed 
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CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
CALENDAR

2022-2023 (DRAFT) 

September 14 Professional Development for Teachers/Early Dismissal 

September 22 Open House (6:00 P.M.-8:00 P.M.) 

October 19 Professional Development for Teachers/Early Dismissal 

October 20 PTO (6:00 P.M.) (Library) 

October 25 Grynn & Barrett Photographers Student/Staff Portraits (Auditorium) 

November 8 Professional Development for Teachers/Schools Closed 

November 17  PTO – (6:00 P.M.) (Library) 

November 30  Grynn & Barrett Make-up Day (Staff/Students) Auditorium 

December 7,8,9  Parent Teacher Conferences/Early Dismissal 

December 13  Winter Concert 

January 11 Professional Development for Teachers/Early Dismissal 

January 19  PTO – 6:00 P.M. (Library) 

January 25 Professional Development for Teachers/Early Dismissal 

February 1-28  African-American History Activities (notified for special events) 

February 1  African American Read-in, Lobby, all day 

February 1 Professional Development for Teachers/Schools Closed 

February 15 Professional Development for Teachers/Early Dismissal 

February 16 PTO – 6:00 P.M. (Library) 

March 1,2,3 Parent Teacher Conferences/Early Dismissal 

March  23 PTO – 6:00 P.M. (Library) 

March 29 Professional Development for Teachers/Schools Closed 

April 20  PTO – 6:00 P.M. (Library) 

April 26  Professional Development for Teachers/Early Dismissal 

May 10  Professional Development for Teachers/Early Dismissal 

May 18  PTO – 6:00 P.M. (Library) 

May 18  Winter Concert 

May 24  Professional Development for Teachers/Early Dismissal 

May 25  Awards Night Auditorium – 6:00 P.M. 

June TBD CAS Scholar-Leader Banquet – 5:30 p.m. (Aqua Turf, Southington, CT) 

June 6 High Meadow – 8th grade (Granby, CT) TBD 

June 15  8th Grade Promotion – 8:15 A.M. (Projected Last Day of School) 
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SECTION I 

GENERAL PROCEDURES 

INTRODUCTION 

The material covered within this handbook is intended as a means of communicating to students and 

parents regarding general school information, rules, and procedures. Material contained herein is 

aligned with the policies of the Bloomfield Board of Education and may be superseded by such 

policies. 

Please note: Any information contained in this handbook is subject to revision at any time without 

notice. 

Visitor Registration 
It is required that all visitors sign-in at the registration desk and report to the main office. All visitors 

are required to wear a visitor’s badge. 

Parent Involvement 
We support parent involvement in our school. As a means of encouraging school-family-community 

partnerships, our school practices and policies will be those that address the following standards of 

school-family-community partnerships: 

a. Communicating with Families – Promote clear, two-way communication between the

school and families about school programs, curriculum expectations, and students’ progress.

This communication between home and school shall be frequent, two-way, and meaningful.

b. Assisting Parents – School programs and practices will promote and support parenting

skills and the family’s primary role in encouraging children’s learning.

c. Strengthening Learning at Home – The important role of families and parents in

supporting and extending learning at home will be recognized and fostered through home-

school communication and programs.

d. Involving Families in Decision Making – Opportunities for parent involvement as partners

in decisions that affect children and families and vehicles to enable this partnership will be

implemented.

e. Collaborating with the Community – Community resources shall be used to strengthen

the school and family partnership in order to enhance student learning.

f. Supporting Parent/School Organizations – The establishment and active involvement of

an organized parent group, i.e., Parent Teacher Organization.

g. Communication with parent/guardian - will be positive, meaningful, timely, frequent and

initiated by school faculty and staff.
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After School Activities 

PROCEDURES 
There are many after school activities at CAMS such as band, chorus, chess team, drama club, and 

Student Council.  Students who are not involved in after school activities are expected to go directly 

home at dismissal. 

 In order to participate in these activities students must maintain at least a “C” average.

 Students must keep up with their homework and studies

 Grades will be monitored with progress reports and report cards

Carmen Arace Middle School Tardy Policy 

The following policies for tardiness to class apply to all students. 
There will be one reasonable unexcused tardy accepted per year without a penalty. 

 Any other unexcused tardies will result in a detention.

 Tardy slips from the office are only accepted if they are marked EXCUSED. Excuses

such as “woke up late” or “my ride was late” are considered invalid and will result in

an unexcused absence.

Class Cuts 
Class cuts and truancy: a class cut occurs whenever a student is in school and chooses not to report to a 

given class. In cases of class cuts and truancy, the student will NOT be allowed to get credit for any 

test, quiz, assessment or class participation activity he/she has chosen to miss. 

Normal disciplinary procedures will be followed regarding class cuts, i.e., office referrals, calls home, 

etc. 

Parent Notification of Absences: 

A reasonable effort will be made to notify the parent or guardian by telephone of the student’s absence, 

unless school personnel have received an indication that the parent or other person is aware of the 

student’s absence.  Reasonable efforts shall include two (2) attempts to reach the parent or other person 

at the telephone number provided by the parent or other person. Such attempts shall be recorded on a 

form provided by the Superintendent. 

Bicycles 

Traffic regulations for bicycles are the same as for cars, on or off school grounds. 

 You must walk your bicycle when on sidewalks or playgrounds.

 State law requires anyone under the age of 16 to wear a helmet.

 Racks are provided for parking your bicycles.

 We recommend that you secure your bicycles with a sturdy lock.

Book Bags 
Book bags and purses of any kind cannot be carried during the school day.  They must be stored in the 

student’s locker. No purses, handbags, pocketbooks, shoulder bags, clutches, money bags, wallets, 

pouches are to be carried during the school day. 

IMPORTANT BUS INFORMATION 

Please take a few moments of your time to review the regulations in this booklet with your child(ren). 

Safety must be communicated to everyone involved in transporting students.  You play an important 

role in assuring your child’s safety. 
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1. Please be advised that the bus pick-up time noted on the bus route for your child(ren) is

estimated and is subject to change during the year due to bus route changes. This is

especially true in the first few weeks of school when timing and routing adjustments are

being made.  There are new students, routes and drivers, and, understandably, there is an

adjustment period.  Children should be at their bus stop 10 minutes before the scheduled

time of arrival and wait 10 minutes after the scheduled arrival time.  We ask for your

patience as we work out the schedule!

2. If a child has not arrived at his/her destination at the end of the school day, call the school

or, if the school cannot be reached, call:

Dattco at 860-709-9454 with the following information: 

Child’s name and address 

School and grade 

Bus number 

Please wait for the school or bus company to return your call. Your child may have missed 

his/her bus stop, and the driver is in the process of returning to that stop at the end of the 

route. Two-way radios are in each bus, and we can communicate with the drivers.  It is 

critical that we have updated phone numbers to contact you.  Please make sure you provide 

this information to the main office at your child’s school. 

VIDEO CAMERAS ON BUSES 

To improve safety and discipline on Bloomfield’s school buses, video camera equipment has been 

installed on the buses. 

School administrators will use the video monitoring system to review student behavior on buses and 

to assist in properly identifying students who misbehave. 

Student discipline is an especially challenging responsibility for bus drivers and school 

administrators. Misbehavior can create a safety hazard for everyone. The Bloomfield School 

Administration is continuing to improve safety on school buses for our students. With this 

monitoring system, bus drivers will be able to maintain better control of the students while riding on 

the buses. 

LOST AND FOUND ON BUS 

Articles left on a school bus will be kept on the bus for a brief period of time.  Students may retrieve lost 

articles from their bus driver. 

Valuable items found on the school bus will be turned in to the school office the next day.  If, after one 

week, items have not been claimed from the school bus, they will be placed in a lost and found box at 

the school bus company and will be kept for approximately one month.  Please call Dattco Bus Company 

at 860-709-9454 for any lost item. 
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RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF 

PUPILS RIDING ON SCHOOL BUSES 

No one other than a pupil of the Bloomfield schools may ride the bus. An exception shall be permitted 

in the event that a parent/guardian of a pre-school or kindergarten student desires to accompany their 

child during the opening days of the school year.  Prior approval is required from Central Office for 

this or other exceptions to occur. 

1. Pupils riding the bus are expected to follow school rules and regulations, as set forth in Board of

Education Conduct and Discipline Policy.

2. Pupils shall at all times be courteous to the bus driver and follow his/her instruction. The bus driver

is in charge of the bus and all of the pupils riding on it.

3. No pupil may ride on a bus other than the one to which he/she is assigned.

A. In the event of an emergency situation that would require a different bus route, the

parent shall be responsible for notifying the school in order to implement the change.

4. Pupils shall be at their designated pick-up point on time.

5. Pupils must not stand on the traveled portion of the street while waiting for the bus. Pupils should

get on and off the bus only when the bus is fully stopped. They must take a seat when they enter

and remain seated while the bus is in motion.

A. Pupils shall remain seated on the bus from the moment they board until they leave the bus.

6. Pupils shall enter or leave the bus only at the front door except in cases of emergency. When

entering or leaving the bus, pupils should avoid crowding or in any way disturbing others. If a

pupil MUST cross the street to get on or off the bus, he/she MUST cross in FRONT of the bus but

only after determining that the bus and all other traffic has come to a complete stop and its flashing

lights are in operation.

7. No pupil shall leave the bus except at his/her stop or at the school. No special stops will be

allowed for any reason. With permission from the parent and principal, pupils will be allowed to

use other designated stops on their assigned route.

8. Bus windows should not be opened without permission from the driver. Pupils must not extend

their arms or head out of the windows.

A. No shouting or conversing with pedestrians or occupants of other motor vehicles is permitted.

9. No indecent or profane language, rowdiness or loud talking shall be permitted. Pupils shall not

converse with the bus driver while the bus is in motion. THERE SHALL BE NO SMOKING

ON THE BUS. Pupils should refrain from damaging or abusing the bus or throwing papers or

other materials inside or outside of the bus. Pupils or their parents shall be held liable for any

damage or abuse caused by them.
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10. All band instruments and school books must remain on the student’s lap throughout the duration

of the bus ride. There shall be no instruments or books in any way obstructing the aisle or open

seats of the bus.

11. No pupil riding the bus shall be allowed to bring any lethal or potentially lethal weapon on the bus.

 PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION 

The bus driver shall report any pupil who violates school rules or regulations to the school principal. 

Violations of any of the above rules and regulations may result in the revocation of transportation 

privileges or other disciplinary consequences, up to and including suspension and expulsion, in 

accordance with Board Policy, Conduct and Discipline. 

 DISCIPLINARY ACTIONS AND RESPONSIBILITY AGREEMENT 

Discipline procedures for violating rules and regulations as outlined in the Pupil Transportation Rules and 

Regulations: 

A. Verbal warning to the student and telephone contact from an administrator to the parent.

B. Administrator sends letter home that must be signed and returned to the school by parent or

guardian.

C. Any violations of Board Policy while on board the bus may result in discipline, up to and including

expulsion, consistent with the disciplinary procedures followed in cases on in-school rule

violations.  In all cases of violations and the discipline to follow, parents will be contacted and

invited to a meeting to discuss bus conduct.
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TRANSPORTATION CHANGE REQUEST 

2022-2023 

This form is to be used for all changes in mode of transportation or change in pickup or drop off locations.  Changes 

cannot be made by telephone.  Please send or fax the change form to the child’s school. Bus assignments must be 

consistent every week.  There must be seating available on the bus for your child.  A 5- business day notice is required if 

this form is used to make changes after the first day of school.  All changes revert back to the home address at the 

beginning of each school year.  A new form is required each year. 

School:  Grade: 

Reason for Request: New Request Change in Pick-up AM Change in Drop-off PM

Student Name:    Student ID: 

Parent/Guardian: 

Home Address: 

Daytime Phone:  Home Phone:  Cell Phone: 

Name of Daycare Provider: 

Daycare Phone: Requested Start Date: 

Requested AM Change Information Requested PM Change Information 

Parent Drop-off AM Parent Pick-up PM

Bus from Home Bus to Home 

Bus from Alternate Address (please list below) Bus to Alternate Address (please list below)

Days Required: M T W Th F Days Required: M T W Th F

Alternate Address: 

Adults 18 and Over authorized to get child off bus (please list name & phone number): 

Signature of Parent/Guardian:  Date: 

If all the information requested is not provided, a delay may result in the handling of your request. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: START DATE:   

AM BUS #:     TIME: STOP LOCATION: 

PM BUS#:    TIME: STOP LOCATION: 

Date DATTCO Notified:  Initials     Date Parent/Guardian Notified:  Initials 
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Cafeteria Procedures 

 Students are to sit at the tables assigned to their classes. Students must remain in assigned

seats!

 Students are to deposit all wrappers, cartons and left over food in the appropriate

trash barrels.

 Students who drop debris on the floor are to pick it up immediately.

 Should a student accidentally spill food or drink on the table or floor, he/she must

notify one of the teachers on duty or a custodian immediately.

 Students are not to throw anything in the cafeteria.  This includes throwing debris

toward a trash can.

 No food should be removed from the cafeteria.  Food and drink, taken

from the cafeteria will be confiscated.

 Please do not stand in the entrances immediately in front of the serving lanes.

 Using another student’s lunch number is not permissible. Lunch numbers are not

transferable.

 Under no circumstances should a student leave the cafeteria without permission.

Breakfast and Lunch 

The Bloomfield School Food Service offers affordable, nutritious breakfasts and lunches to all school students 

in a clean, safe and friendly environment. Bloomfield Public Schools will offer free meals to all children through 

September 2022. The Food Service Department still encourage families to complete the meal application form 

when it becomes available. 

Meal Payment Methods 
Each student will have their own meal account. Families of paid students may pay in several ways.  Families are 

strongly encouraged to pay in advance for meals to ensure that the daily meal options are consistently available to 

students.  Account money can be used for food service purchases only.  Student meals can be paid daily by cash 

for each meal or in advance with a larger deposit to cover meals for a period of time.  Similarly, meals can also 

be paid for by a check made payable to “Bloomfield Schools Food Service.” Please include the student 

identification number on any checks. Student identification numbers are provided by the school. Change is not 

given for any checks tendered. There is a $20.00 insufficient fund fee in addition to any bank fees for bounced 

checks.  Cash or checks should be sent to the cafeteria supervisor. 

A third option is through the on-line payment system at the TITAN family portal – our new point of 

sale      system. You can connect directly to this program from family.titank12.com. The student name, grade, 

identification number and the student birth date are needed to enroll in the program.  Please note that there is a 

flat fee of $2.60 per transaction for meal accounts.   

Families of free and reduced-price students are also reminded that it is very important to complete meal 

applications prior to the start of school when possible. A new application must be completed each year, and 

applications are accepted all year.  Please complete forms accurately and legibly.  Applications for the 2022–2023 

school year will be available on the website during the summer and at each school prior to September. 

A new application for the 2022-2023 school year must be sent to the Food Service Department for 
processing by Friday, October 7, 2022. Meal status eligibility is carried over from the previous year until 
Monday, October 17, 2022. Meal status will be changed to PAID at this time if no new application is sent or if it 
is sent late (time must be allowed for processing). 

Families of free and reduced-price students are responsible for all meal charges until meal applications are 

approved, and the status of children is determined. This process may take up to two weeks. Any meal charges 

incurred prior to eligibility determination must be paid by the family as status cannot be made retroactive. 
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Families of students who are approved via Direct Certification from the State of Connecticut will be notified of 

the free or reduced-price meal status eligibility by the Food Service Department.  Applications do not need to be 

completed for this. 

A new application for the 2022-2023 school year must be sent to the Food Service Department for 
processing by Friday, October 7, 2022. Meal status eligibility is carried over from the previous year until 
Monday, October 17, 2022. Meal status will be changed to PAID at this time if no new application is sent or if it 
is sent late (time must be allowed for processing). 

Uniforms 

Please note:  The designated shirt colors for the Middle School are white, gold, or black.  

Designated bottoms colors are khaki, navy, or black.  All other types of pants, 

including but not limited to jeans, overalls, sweatpants, velour leggings, jeggings, 

spandex, yoga or other athletic pants, and tight fitting or sagging pants, are not 

permitted.   

Early Dismissal 
Students who need to be dismissed early from school must present a written note from the 

parent/guardian to the homeroom teacher before 8:10 A.M. 

 Parents/guardians must sign students out in the main office before leaving for early

dismissal.

 Students must wait in class until called by the front office.

 If someone other than the parent/guardian is to pick up a child, a note from the

parent/guardian must include the identity of the individual, and a phone number to

contact the parent/guardian.  The individual must present a picture ID.

These steps are a safety assurance system for both school and parents so that children are properly 

supervised and accounted for at all times. 

Emergency Closing 
If school opening will be delayed, or school will be cancelled due to inclement weather or other 

emergency reasons, announcements will be made on local radio and television stations. 

WTIC 1080 AM WKND 1480 AM WDRC 1360 AM 

WFSB Channel 3 WVIT Channel 30 WTIC FOX 61 

If school should close early, please plan accordingly for your child. Students will be allowed to contact 

parents in the event of an unplanned early dismissal. 
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Fire Drills 
Fire Drills are conducted on a regular basis.  Learning how to act during a fire drill could mean the 

difference between life and death in the case of a real fire. Teachers will review the procedures to be 

followed for fire drills with all students.  The most important rules to remember are: 
 

 FOLLOW TEACHER DIRECTIONS AT ALL TIMES. 

 NO TALKING OR PLAYING AROUND DURING THE DRILL. 

Exit procedures are posted in all classrooms. 

 

Gum/Candy 
Students may not bring gum or candy to school, nor are they allowed to sell candy or baked goods 

without the permission of the administration. 

 

Hallway/Corridor Passes 
Students who are in the corridors during class time should have a pass. Students should not report to 

the main office, nurse’s office, or counseling office without a pass from that office or from the teacher 

whose class he/she is scheduled to be in during that period. Students are required to show their pass to 

any adult who may ask to see it. This should be done in a courteous and respectful manner. 

REMINDER: Students may not use the lavatories without a pass from their teacher.  

 

ALL LAVS ARE CLOSED TO STUDENTS DURING PASSING PERIODS. 

 

Homework 

 

Students should expect to receive homework on a daily basis. Homework is assigned by teachers and will 

be assessed for accuracy and completeness. Typically, a student's homework from each teacher will not 

require more than thirty minutes to complete. School Board policy recommends daily total homework for 

seventh and eighth graders to last 1 1/2 to 2 1/2 hours daily. Please find the full homework regulations for 

Carmen Arace Middle School on the district’s website (Reg. No. 6154 (a)).  Teachers meet frequently in 

team planning sessions to ensure that heavy assignments from different subject fields do not overlap.   

 

Student Accountability for Homework Assignments 
 

Students are specifically held accountable for the following STANDARDS GOVERNING OUT-OF- 

CLASS ASSIGNMENTS. 

 
1) Student will do all homework to the best of their ability, according to directions, and hand it in on 

time. 

 

2) Student will demonstrate initiative, responsibility, and self-direction in completing their homework. 

 

3) Students will organize their individual schedules in order to budget their homework time effectively. 

 

4) Students will apply study skills/strategies to aid in the completion of their homework assignments. 

 

5) Students will take the responsibility to make up any missing homework within the prescribed time. 

 

6) Students will take advantage of opportunities provided by the school to access materials needed for 

the successful completion of homework. 

 

7) Students should seek further clarification and/or extra help with any assignment which they feel they 

cannot successfully complete. 
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8) Students who miss TWO or more assignments in any subject area will be required to stay after school 

on the second and/or fourth Tuesday of the month with a Team Leader to complete all missing 

homework assignments. Please see Team Leader and/or classroom teacher for further details. Team 

Leaders and/or classroom teachers MUST contact the parent(s)/guardian(s) to inform them of this 

requirement immediately after two or more assignments are missed. 

Late Buses 

 Late buses will be available Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday for students who participate in 

extra-curricular activities at CAMS. 

 There are no late buses the day before a holiday or school vacation. 

 Misbehavior on the buses will not be tolerated. 

 Students must have a signed pass to board the late buses. 
 

Lockers 

Each student is assigned a locker in his/her team area. 

 Lockers are the property of the Bloomfield School system, and, therefore, may be opened 

by administrators at any time. 

 Students are responsible for the care and maintenance of the locker assigned to them; avoid 

overstuffing them. 

 Do not deface the lockers. 

 Students MUST bring locks to secure their valuables in the hallway locker, as well as the PE 

lockers. DON’T TELL ANYONE YOUR COMBINATION! 

 Do not share your locker. 

 Homeroom teachers should be given combinations and duplicate keys. 

 CAMS is not responsible for any lost, stolen or misplaced items in your locker. Please provide 

your child with a lock to reduce this risk. 

 

Lost and Found 

 Small items (keys, jewelry etc.) are sent to the main office. 

 Larger items (coats, backpacks, etc.) are kept in the cafeteria. 

 Students should notify teachers when property is missing, and, with the teacher’s permission, 

check the lost and found areas. 
Note: Electronics and phones are prohibited (not permitted) in school. Bringing them to school, risks 

confiscation, progressive consequences and calls home for parent/guardian collection. Since phones and 

electronics are prohibited in school, their loss or theft is not the school’s responsibility. Students are encouraged 

to report property thefts to the school resource officer. The best way to prevent petty theft is to leave valuables 

at home. The next best protective measure is to secure belongings in a locked locker. 

 

Materials 

 Students are responsible for all materials (textbooks, library books, and chromebooks) loaned 

to them during the school year. 

 Parents/guardians will be held financially accountable for any loss or damage including 

broken book bindings. 

 In September, students complete and sign a loan agreement card listing each 

book/chromebook assigned to them and the condition of the material at the time of 

distribution. 

 Books may not be redistributed to students who have outstanding debts due to loss or damage. 

 The student may use a book in class and remain after school to complete work. 

 Students are required to keep books covered at all times with names and grade in ink on the 

inside cover. 
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 Book/chromebook accountabilities will be carried over from one year to the next. 

 Students must have the following materials with them in class everyday: 
 A pen and pencil 

 A section of a loose-leaf notebook or a separate notebook for each subject area. Each section or 

separate notebook must be neatly organized and contain only the materials for one particular class. 

 Your CAMS agenda has the homework assignment section in which students will copy all daily 

assignments; 

 A copy of his/her schedule attached to the notebook. 

Note: Textbooks MUST BE COVERED and brought to class each day. 

Eighth grade students must take care of all accountabilities before being allowed to participate in any 

end of the year activities. 

 

 

Parent Drop Off Spot 
Students are to be dropped off in the front of the building in designated areas only.  The front entrance 

of the school is blocked off for safety purposes. 
STUDENTS MAY NOT BE DROPPED OFF OR PICKED UP BEHIND THE BUILDING WHERE THE 

BUSES LOAD AND UNLOAD STUDENTS OR IN THE SIDE STAFF PARKING LOT. 

The police will be given notice of cars seen in the bus zone. 
Students are allowed to enter the building at 7:50 a.m. when supervision is available. 

 

Note to Parents: Under no circumstances should children be dropped off at school before 7:45 a.m., 

unless they are coming for breakfast at 7:30 a.m. 

 

Tardiness 

The CAMS school day begins at 8:05 a.m.  All students should arrive at school no later than 8:00 

a.m. in order to be on time for their first class. 

 
 Any student arriving late is required to bring in a parent note stating the reason for tardiness 

(i.e. doctor’s visit). 

 Those students must stop at the front desk for a tardy slip before reporting to class. 

 Students who are chronically tardy will be issued consequences according to our 

consequence chart. 

 Excessive absences and/or tardies (4 times per month) will require an administrative 

conference and/or consequence. 

Consistent unexcused tardies and/or absences will be referred to the Juvenile Review Board. 

 

Telephone 

 Office telephones are used for business calls only. 

 Students may use the classroom phone only with permission and only in the case of 

an emergency. 

 Student cellular phones are not permitted in the building. 

 In order to eliminate classroom disruptions, students will not be called out of class to 

answer calls. 

 If there is an emergency, staff will assist in locating the student. 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

 



 

PROGRAMS/ACTIVITIES 
 

 Peer Mediation – Students are trained to 

help other students resolve their conflicts. 

 Special Projects – Students help to 

orchestrate special activities within the 

school such as assemblies, fundraisers, 

and special events. 

 Student Council – Students who represent 

their fellow students and work with 

advisors to plan activities and to discuss 

student issues. 

 Extra-Curricular Activities - Offerings 

announced at the beginning of the school 

year. Please refer to school activities 

brochure. 
 

 

STUDENT SUPPORT SERVICES 
 

Scientific Research-Based Intervention (SRBI) 
This unique program focuses on interventions which attempt to help students with academic, social or 

emotional difficulties.  A referral to S.R.B.I. should come from the team of teachers. Parents are 

encouraged to notify the team leader, administrator, social worker or guidance counselor of their 

concerns about their child. 

 

Social Work Services 
The school social worker promotes and supports academic and social success by providing specialized 

services and is available to provide short-term services and crisis intervention at the request of staff, 

students and parents.  Request for long-term school social work services should be made through the 

early intervention team, planning and placement team or a school administrator. 

 

Guidance Services 
We have school counselors who work with students in large groups, small groups and individually. 

Counseling is a chance for students to talk with someone about things that are important to them. These 

topics include: educational and career planning, decision making, school, and personal issues.  There 

are three counselors in our school. 

 

Students may schedule a conference during or after the school day. See your counselor early in the 

school year so you both meet at a mutually convenient time. 

 

Grades 
The academic school year is divided into four marking periods. A student’s grade in each class will be 

based on some or all of the following: daily work, class participation, homework assignments, projects, 

tests, and overall effort.  Each teacher will explain his/her specific grading system in class. 
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Grade Point Average (GPA) 
Students are expected to figure, know, understand and articulate his/her academic standing (i.e., grade 

point average, class standing or test grades). The faculty will make the GPA understandable and 

accessible to your child, increasing personal awareness and ultimately responsibility for his/her own 

education. 

 

Parent Conferences 

If a parent/guardian desires a conference with a teacher or a group of teachers, the student’s guidance 

counselor should be contacted at 286-2648. 

 

Promotion Policy 
Students are expected to do their best at everything they attempt at Carmen Arace Middle School and 

are expected to maintain passing grades in all subjects.  Students will be considered for retention based 

upon his/her overall academic performance.  If a student receives a final course grade of less than a C- 

in mathematics or language arts and has an overall grade point average of less than 1.67, (i.e., less than 

a C-average for all subjects) that student may be retained. 

 

Promotion Ceremony 
Students who have not met the academic criteria for promotion to the next grade and/or have not 

satisfied their accountabilities will not be allowed to participate in the end of the year ceremony. 

 

Pupil Information 
The school must have updated emergency cards on file for EVERY student. These are important, since 

they provide valuable information to the school, particularly in case of an emergency. As home and 

work telephone numbers are changed, please make sure that the school also has those changes. 

 

Report Cards/ Interim Progress Reports 
Report cards are mailed home at the end of each marking period.  Interim reports are mailed to all 

students at approximately the mid-way point of each marking term. 

 

 

Honor roll is determined by a student’s grade point average on a 4.0 scale. 

High Honors – 3.60 or higher 

Honors – 3.0 

If a student has a D grade in any subject, he/she will not be eligible for honor roll that marking period. 
 

 
The Nurse 

HEALTH SERVICES 

If a student becomes ill or injured in school, he/she should report to the nurse’s office. A pass to the 

nurse must be obtained from the classroom teacher. Student dismissal due to illness should occur 

through the nurse’s office.  If the nurse is not available, students are to report to the main office. 

 

Guidelines for Keeping Sick Children Home from School 
 

Each day many parents are faced with the decision: should they keep their sick children at home or send 

them to school?  Often the way a child looks and acts can make the decision an obvious one. A sick 

child cannot learn effectively and is unable to participate in classes in a meaningful way.  Keeping a 

sick child home prevents the spread of illness in the school community and allows the child opportunity 

to rest and recover 
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The following guidelines should be considered when making the decision: 

 Fever- The child should remain at home with a fever greater than 100 degrees. The child can 

return to school after he/she has been fever free for 24 hours (without fever-reducing medicine 

such as Tylenol or Motrin). 

 Diarrhea/Vomiting- A child with diarrhea and /or vomiting should stay home and return to 

school only after being symptom-free for 24 hours. 

 Colds- Consider keeping your child at home if he/she is experiencing discomfort from cold 

symptoms, such as nasal congestion and cough. 

 

 

SECTION II  
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
Electronic devices including, but not limited to: Radios, CD Players, Tape Recorders, Games, Toys, 

Cellular Telephones, Watch cellular phones, etc. These devices SHOULD NOT be brought to 

school or they will be confiscated.  Confiscated items will be returned to a student’s parent/guardian 

only. 

 

PSP, IPOD, MP3-MP4, IPOD shuffles and associated music listening devices are also not allowed. 

The purpose of this policy is to eliminate the following disruptions during the school hours: texting 

(sharing information), picture mail, IM-ing, emailing, cyber-bullying with forwards, MySpace, 

Facebook, burn list access and social networking utilities, talking, music distractions, recording (audio 

and video). 

 

Failure to comply with this policy will result in confiscation and parent pick-up of item(s).  It 

could also result in disciplinary action up to and including expulsion with referral to the Juvenile 

Review Board. 

 

Students who choose to bring these items to school do so at their own risk.  Carmen Arace Middle 

School is not responsible for lost, missing, or damaged electronic devices or accessories. 

 

 

TELEPHONES 

School telephones are available during the day for student use. 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION – DRESS CODE 
Physical Education is an important part of our middle school program.  It is just as important to develop 

strong and healthy bodies as it is to develop strong and healthy minds.  We, therefore, require that all 

students (unless they are excused for medical reasons) change into another set of clothing for class, and 

participate to the best of their abilities.  Teachers will outline the requirements for each student.  If you 

are not dressed for P.E., you will not be able to participate.  Acceptable clothing for P.E. includes: 

 T-shirt 

 Shorts (sweatpants during cold weather) 

 Sneakers 

 Sweat socks 

 Towel (Showers are mandatory unless excused by a parent.) 
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Failure to dress accordingly and to participate may result in one or more of the following: 

 Teacher consequence 

 Conference with parent/teacher/counselor/administrator 

 Failing the class 

 

A parent may write a letter to excuse their child from taking a shower. Any such letter will be effective 

for the 2022-2023 academic school year only. 
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SECTION III 

STUDENT CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY 

 

Board of Education – The Board of Education holds the certified personnel responsible for the 

proper conduct and control of students while legally under the supervision and jurisdiction of the 

school. 

 

Principal - The School Principal shall be responsible for establishing a positive disciplinary 

climate in the school, a climate which trains and educates children in acceptable behavior. The 

Principal shall be responsible for the establishment and uniform enforcement of rules of conduct. 

 

Teachers – Teachers shall be responsible for the instruction of students in rules and 

regulations of proper conduct, as well as be responsible for proper and adequate control of 

students. The responsibility and authority of any teacher extends to all students of the 

school district under the assigned supervision of the teacher and to other students so situated 

with respect to the teacher. 

 

Parents – Parents shall be expected to cooperate with school authorities regarding the behavior 

of their children. Parents shall be expected to cooperate fully when there is willful 

misbehavior of their children. 

 

Juvenile Review Board 
The Juvenile Review Board (JRB) has been established to provide a community based 

alternative for students who need additional assistance in making the right decisions. It is 

a cooperative effort between Bloomfield Youth Services, the police department and the school 

system. Students between the ages of 8-15 can be referred to the JRB for civil offenses, persistent 

misbehavior at home or school, unexcused absences and/or chronic unexcused tardiness from 

school. The JRB may mandate restitution for damages, counseling and/or community services 

for offenders. 
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COVID-19  
DISCIPLINE GUIDELINES 

  
The safety of our students is our NUMBER 1 PRIORITY. To that end, we need PARENT/GUARDIAN SUPPORT 
 in any discipline actions taken.*  
  

· ANY action which jeopardizes the safety/learning environment of our students will be dealt with 
 IMMEDIATELY. 
  
· The FIRST offense will be dealt with in-house by the teacher/administrator. 
  
· The SECOND offense will necessitate the student’s removal from class AND a call home. 
  
· The THIRD offense will result in a suspension from hybrid/in-person learning AND a transition to 
 Distance Learning. 

  
    *Given the EXTRAORDINARY nature of this school year, the guidelines above will supersede the 

 guidelines outlined in the STUDENT CONDUCT AND DISCIPLINE Section of the Parent/Student Handbook.   



THE SCHOOL'S APPROACH TO BEHAVIOR AND 

DISCIPLINE 

 

The school's disciplinary policy is built upon four main pillars that serve as the underlying 

principles for guiding the behavior of all students and staff.   
 

BEHAVIOR CONSEQUENCES FOR STUDENTS 
 

The following are the major consequences which may be assigned to students who violate school 

rules. 

 

1. Time-Out 

Temporary removal to an environment without any reinforcers present 

 

2. Detentions 

A student who continues to break rules may be scheduled for an after school detention 

by a teacher. After school detention will be in a teacher's classroom. Extended detentions 

may also be assigned by an administrator or by recommendation of the teachers. 

 

3. Parent Notification 

When students are referred to the office for discipline, a discipline file is started and 

parents are contacted. 

 

4. Social Restriction 

Social Restriction is a consequence for misbehavior that is assigned by the Principal or 

Assistant Principal. It may be assigned as its own consequence or accompany suspension 

for a serious violation of school rules. 

 

5. Suspension 

Suspension is a very serious punishment and is used when either the offense is serious, 

e.g., threatening, fighting, vandalism, insubordination or when the student continues to 

misbehave after having reached the previous level of disciplinary action. Suspension 

may be in-school or out-of-school. In every suspension case a discipline letter is sent 

to the parents with copies to the superintendent, building administrators, counselors and 

any staff member directly involved with the situation. Suspended students will be unable 

to take part in any after school activity connected to the school such as dances, 

concerts, etc. Students on in-school suspension are allowed to do school work for that 

day. Students suspended out of school may receive homework on the second day, are 

given makeup classwork when they return to school, and are allowed to make up tests 

and quizzes. Students who are suspended out-of-school are expected to return to school 

once a re-entry meeting has taken place between their parent/guardian and an 

administrator. 

 

6. Referral to Law Enforcement Authorities 

Students who commit serious violations of rules may, in addition to school discipline, 

be subject to referral to the police if such violations also represent illegal acts. 

 

Carmen Arace Middle School is fortunate to have a School Resource Officer (SRO) as 

part of our staff. In addition to promoting a safe and secure environment, he is involved 

in our day to day activities and serves as a resource on issues that are law related. 
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7. Expulsion 

Most serious violations which represent illegal, and/or behavior that threatens the school 

community can result in expulsion, a process whereby the Board of Education 

prohibits a student from attending school for up to a full calendar year. 

 

RULES FOR STUDENT BEHAVIOR 

CARMEN ARACE MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

Levels of School Rules Violations 
Students who violate school rules for behavior are subject to disciplinary measures which relate 

to one of three levels of violations.  These levels are guidelines and may be adjusted based on 

the facts of any particular situation.  Please see the district’s full discipline policy for a more 

exhaustive list of offenses. 
 

LEVEL I - Violation of a school rule that is primarily an individual matter, and which has 

minor impact on other members of the school community. Examples of this level of discipline 

are gum chewing and tardiness to class.  Teachers generally handle this level of discipline. 

 

I.1 Tardiness to School 

Students who are tardy to school should bring a signed note from a parent 

to their homeroom teacher. Repeated tardiness (3 times) will result in time 

being made up with referring adult or in an alternate learning environment 

during and/or outside the academic day. 

 

I.2 Tardiness to Class 

(To be handled by the individual teacher) 

 

I.3 Failure to Return School Property When Overdue 

Students who fail to return books and other materials which belong to the school, 

by due dates, may be assigned detentions according to procedures set up by the 

Library Media Specialist, the Assistant Principal, and other staff. Loss of, or 

damage to school property is more serious. At the end of the school year, students 

who owe books and/or other school items, will be prohibited from attending 

school social functions and promotion. Final report cards are withheld if students 

still have unpaid debts or possess school materials after school closes. 

 

I.4 Corridor Conduct 

Loitering, running in the halls, unnecessary noise, and other disruptions are 

unacceptable.  Such behavior may be considered as Level II or III depending 

on the degree of disruption and/or harm. 

 
I.5 Cafeteria Conduct 

Students are expected to behave in a manner acceptable for a group dining 

situation. Misbehavior in the lunch line, at the lunch tables, and on the way to and 

from lunch will be treated as unacceptable conduct. 

 

I.6 Gum, Candy, Other Food Outside of Cafeteria 

Food is not to be consumed outside of those areas designated for eating. Food 

may be eaten in the building only during assigned lunch periods or when special 

permission is given such as during homeroom. Students are not permitted to 

chew gum in the school building or on school grounds. 
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I.7 Selling Merchandise 

The sale or possession of legal goods intended for sale, such as bags of candy, 

is expressly forbidden. Items for sale will be confiscated and the student will be 

referred to the office for discipline. 

 

Also, bringing a bag of food or candy, or other merchandise to school suggests the 

intent to sell. Therefore, students are put on notice that possession of bags of 

food, etc. in school may be treated as a violation of school rules. 

 

I.8 Annoying or Bothering Others 

Students, whose behavior is clearly bothersome or annoying to others which 

includes ranking, and therefore distracting, will be subject to school discipline. 

 

I.9 Other 

Other rules violations meeting the definition of Level I will be treated accordingly. 

 

LEVEL II - Violation of a school rule that either causes other students to be distracted from 

their school work, or interrupts teachers' abilities to maintain instruction. Examples of this level 

of discipline are unkind verbal behavior toward another student and chronic classroom 

disruption. Level II violations are usually handled by teachers, but may be referred to the 

administration depending on the degree of seriousness. 

 

II.1 Tardiness to School 

Repeated tardiness (3 times) will result in time being made up with referring 

adult or in an alternate learning environment during and/or outside the 

academic day. 

 

II.2 Gambling 

Any form of card-playing or legalized gambling is prohibited. Gambling which 

violates the law, is treated as a Level III violation. 

 

II. 3 Disruptive Behavior 

Student behavior that requires the attention of staff members, whether in the 

hallways or classrooms, or other areas of the school grounds, requires time and 

effort and is therefore considered to be disruptive of the school environment. 

When staff members are required to speak to a student who is disruptive, the 

student should expect further discipline 

 

II.4 Students Leaving School Grounds 

Students are not to leave the school building and grounds during the school day 

unless the office has been first notified by a parent and students are then 

accompanied by a parent or guardian. Once students leave the school grounds 

after school, they will not be allowed to return to the school building or to board 

the buses. Students who do not follow this rule will be subject to disciplinary action. 
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II.5 Students Loitering After School 

Students are to leave the school immediately upon dismissal unless they are taking 

part in an authorized extracurricular activity, are receiving help from a staff 

member, or are serving a disciplinary consequence. Loitering after school will not 

be tolerated. Students found in the school building or on school grounds after 

3:00 p.m. without a pass will be referred to the office. 

 

II.6 Unacceptable Use of Electronic Equipment 

Any violation of the Acceptable Use Policy as described in section II is subject 

to disciplinary action. 

 

II.7 Lying and Forgery 

Lying and forgery are serious offenses which often put others at a disadvantage. 

Such actions may be considered Level III offenses depending on the circumstances. 

 

II.8 Cheating and Plagiarism 

Students are not permitted to cheat on tests, quizzes, or other written 

assignments. Likewise, unauthorized copying of others' material will not be 

accepted. Cheating and plagiarism will be largely matters of judgment by 

teachers in consultation with administrators. 

 

II.9 Skipping of Class 

Any unexcused missing of classes will not be tolerated.  Lost time will subject a 

student to make-up lost instructional time. 

II.10 Other 

Other rules violations meeting the definition of Level II will be treated accordingly. 

 

LEVEL III - Violation of a school rule which: 
 

a) Threatens the safety and/or security of others; 

 

b) Represents an illegal act; 

 

c) Causes a major disruption to the learning environment. 
 

LEVEL III VIOLATIONS GENERALLY RESULT IN SUSPENSION AS A 

MINIMUM, AND MAY LEAD TO EXPULSION. 

 

III.1 Vandalism and Trespassing 

Vandalism, and trespassing are serious offenses and are unlawful acts. This 

behavior will not be tolerated. Students may be referred to the JRB process or 

Bloomfield Police Department. 

 

III.2 Insubordination; Blatant Disrespect, Defiance 

A student is insubordinate when, after a reasonable request, he/she refuses to 

acknowledge the direction given by a staff person. Blatant disrespect or defiance 

results in a major disruption to the school environment, and goes against the four 

pillars of the disciplinary code (Cooperation, Achievement, Motivation, and 

Safety). 
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III.3 Truancy 

Any unexcused absence of a school day or part thereof will be subject to school 

discipline. (The police may be notified). 

 

III.4 Threatening 

Students who verbally or physically threaten others will be subject to severe 

discipline, usually at a minimum of suspension from school, and possibly 

expulsion and/or being reported to the police. Any form of threats, including 

spoken words, physical gestures, written notes, or use of the computer will not be 

tolerated. 

 

III.5 Bullying 

 

“Bullying” means the repeated use by one or more students of a written, oral or 

electronic communication, such as cyberbullying, directed at or referring to 

another student attending school in the same school district or a physical act or 

gesture by one or more students repeatedly directed at another student attending 

school in the same school district that:  

 

A. causes physical or emotional harm to such student or damage to such 

student’s property,  

B. places such student in reasonable fear of harm to himself or herself, or of 

damage to his or her property,  

C. creates a hostile environment at school for such student,  

D. infringes on the rights of such student at school, or  

E. substantially disrupts the education process or the orderly operation of a 

school.  

 

Bullying shall include, but not be limited to, a written, oral, or electronic 

communication or physical act or gesture based on any actual or perceived 

differentiating characteristic, such as race, color, religion, ancestry, national 

origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic 

status, academic status, physical appearance, or mental, physical, developmental 

or sensory disability, or by association with an individual or group who has or is 

perceived to have one or more of such characteristics. (The student against whom 

the activity is directed must be attending school in the same district as the 

students engaged in the activity.) 

 

III.6 Fighting 

Fighting will not be tolerated. 

III.7 Assault 

Any  student  who  intentionally  physically  harms  another  will  be  subject  to  

school discipline and a referral to the police. 

 

III.8 Extortion 

Students using force, or threatening to obtain money or favors from other 

students, will be disciplined. 
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III.9 Stealing 

Those who willfully take the property of others without permission will be 

dealt with seriously. 

 

III.10 Hazing 

Hazing, harassment, intimidation or any act that injures, degrades, or disgraces a 

student or staff member will not be tolerated. Any student who engages in such 

behavior is subject to disciplinary action including suspension, expulsion or 

referral to law enforcement officials. 

 

III.11 Harassment 

No student shall suffer the indignities of harassment which jeopardizes their right 

to the enjoyment of and/or access to their educational experience. 

 

III.12 Sexual Harassment 

 

While it is difficult to define sexual harassment precisely, it includes any 

unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual favors, and other verbal or 

physical conduct of a sexual nature when: 

 

1. submission to or rejection of such conduct by an individual is used and/or 

threatened to be used as a basis for making any educational decision 

affecting a student; or 

 

2. such conduct is sufficiently severe, persistent, or pervasive to limit a 

student’s ability to participate in or benefit from the education program, 

or to create a hostile or abusive educational environment. 

 

III.13 Alcohol, Drugs, and Tobacco 

In recognition of the potential dangers to the health and welfare of members 

of the school community, and to the educational process itself, arising from 

alcohol and/or substance use and abuse, the use or possession on school grounds 

is strictly prohibited. 

 

The use, sale, distribution or possession of controlled drugs, controlled 

substances or drug paraphernalia, or alcohol on or off school property or during 

any school-sponsored activity is prohibited. 

 

Our policy is to take positive action through education, counseling, discipline, 

parental involvement, medical referral, and law enforcement referral, as 

appropriate, in the handling of incidents in the school involving the possession, 

distribution, sale or use of substances that affect behavior. 

 

III.14 Use, Sale, Distribution or Possession of Controlled Drugs, Controlled Substances 

or Alcohol 

 

III.15 Weapons and Dangerous Instruments 

 

III.15 Other 

Other rules violations, meeting the definition of Level III will be treated 

accordingly. 
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POLICE INVOLVEMENT 

When police are investigating possible criminal acts which occurred, or may have 

occurred, on school property, or while under the jurisdiction of the school district, they 

may question students at school when the following procedures are observed: 

 

1. Students will be questioned as confidentially and inconspicuously as possible. 

 

2. An attempt will be made to notify the student’s parents so that they may be 

present during the questioning.  The school principal, or his/her designee, will be 

present. 

 

When investigating a possible criminal violation occurring off school grounds or not part 

of a school program, Police will be encouraged to question students in their homes; 

however, they may be permitted to questions students in the schools when the procedures 

outlined above are observed. 

 

Police involvement with students is generally limited to two circumstances: 

 

1) Police are called in to handle a situation where a student is breaking 

the law; i.e., physical assault, drugs, vandalism, serious disruption of the 

school environment, etc. In such situations the student is a "suspect," 

and formal charges under statutes covering juvenile offenders may be 

invoked. 

 

2) Police are called in to handle a serious school matter where a potential 

for unlawful behavior exists, but where no suspect has yet been identified. 

In this situation, students are questioned by the police with students 

exercising their roles as "complainants' or "witnesses.' 
 

 

OUR POLICY AS TO INFORMING PARENTS 

DIFFERS FOR SITUATIONS #1 AND #2 

ABOVE. 

 

 

In the Case of Students as "Suspects": 
The police take over these situations, including the responsibility for parental contact. 

More often than not, police choose not to question student suspects at school, but prefer 

to do it in the home setting or at the Police Station. 

 

In the Case of Students as "Complainants" or "Witnesses": 
We ensure that parents are informed of our intent to have the police question their 

youngsters, either as complainants or witnesses. In some cases, when parents cannot be 

reached, we will allow police to talk with students, notifying parents after the fact. If 

parents are contacted ahead and wish to be present, we will accommodate them within a 

reasonable time frame. If occasionally police wish to speak with a student complainant 

or witness outside of school, and the parent has expressed a desire to be present, this is 

communicated to the police officer for follow through. However, if parents ask for an 

inordinate delay we may not grant it, emphasizing that their youngsters are not suspects. 

In all cases, however, we never allow the police to question a complainant or witness 

without a student advocate present (usually a counselor or social worker). 
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Bloomfield Public Schools 

Release Form 

A signed form gives and/or withholds permission for the Bloomfield Public 
Schools for the following until such time as the parent or guardian contacts 
the school with any change(s). 

Pupil’s Name:_______________________________________________ 
(Please print) 

PHOTO/VIDEO RELEASE 

I do do not give the Bloomfield Public Schools permission 
to have my child appear in photographs and/or videos which supports 
the educational programs of the district. These photographs may 
appear in local newspapers or publications. The video films may 
appear on local access television, news reports or in teacher 
evaluation tapes. 

WRITTEN WORK RELEASE 

I do do not give the Bloomfield Public Schools 
permission to submit the written work of my child to publications 
which support the educational programs of the district. 

Parent/Guardian Signature Date 
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Carmen Arace Middle School 

September, 2022 

I have read and understand the rules, regulations and standards governing the Carmen 

Arace Middle School.  We do agree to abide by them. 

Please sign to indicate that you have read these standards and the school handbook. 

Please return this portion only to your first period teacher. 

Parent/Guardian Signature Teacher/Team 

Student Signature Date 

Please provide the following contact information: 

Email address:  _____________________________________________ 

Cell Phone number:    _____________________________________________ 

Home Phone number: 

Work Phone number: 

Address: 

Parent Comments: 

The purpose of requiring this contact information is to improve 

communication between parent/school to better manage issues related to 

safety and discipline. 

Immediate contact with parent/guardian is critical to our shared 

responsibility of educating your child. 
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